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any Imperial Act to render this provision binding if the Chapter
Irish Free State repeals the Imperial Act of 1922, the XYnL
treaty and the constitution will still govern the clause
and prevent action contrary to it being valid, but the
same issue rises as in the case of the proposed abolition
of the oath of allegiance.
(3) A different fate has attended the Church of Rome
in Quebec. British policy in 1774 confirmed it in its
privileges and gave it legal powers to exact its dues
from all Catholics, though not from Protestants. The
effect of this concession, which has been continued in all
subsequent legislation and is now regulated by pro-
vincial statutes, is to give the church virtually the
position of the established church of Quebec. Moreover,
the law of Quebec continues much of the old ecclesi-
astical law. This favoured position has not gone with-
out comment in the Dominion, and prolonged litigation
and much bitterness were excited in 1869-75 by the
controversy over the right of a Catholic who had been
condemned for his opinions by the hierarchy to secure
burial in a Roman Catholic cemetery. The Privy
Council1 decided the issue in favour of the right, based
on a careful study of Quebec law, which later was
altered. Even more acute for a time was the unrest
caused by the assumption of some Canadian judges
that the decree of the Pope known as Ne temere re-
garding forms of marriage altered automatically the
law of Quebec. This contention was also disallowed by
the Privy Council,2 which took the opportunity to
point out that the concession made to the church in
1  (1874), L.R. 6 P.O. 157 as Broicn v. Cure de Mmtreal; Willison, Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, i. 53-76.
2  Despatie v. Trembfay, [1921] 1 A.C. 702.